
 

2019-2020 Honorary Service Awards Recipients: 
HSA’s are given to an individual in the PTA, school or community in special recognition 

of outstanding service. 
 

Cheryl Busick 
Cheryl has been the heart of AV for the past 9 years, building an environment based on connectivity, 
collaboration and love. This is most evident in her unique connection to each and every child at the school. 
Under her leadership, AV fostered feelings of warmth, acceptance and comfort. Her inspiring reach extended 
to parents and teachers as well, uniting the school community as a team with a common goal. Furthermore, 
she led our PTA with a commitment to guide us to always provide the best for our entire community of 
teachers, parents and children. She never failed to bring enthusiasm to every event and for every new group of 
students that passed through. Under her direction, numerous teachers have won District Teacher of the Year, 
and AV has also achieved recognition as a National Blue Ribbon School (2019), a CA Distinguished School 
(2014, 2018), a CA Gold Ribbon School (2016), and a National Campaign of Business and Education Leaders 
Honor Roll School (2015). 
 

Brian Mahler 
Since Brian Mahler joined the PTA Executive Board as Parliamentarian in 2018, he has been a highly 
committed, respected and influential contributor, but he has gone above and beyond his parliamentary duties. 
AV’s best kept secret is that Brian is the mastermind behind Whiskers, our newly minted mascot. Whiskers has 
brought joy to the students, staff and parents at AV all year, and has been an especially welcome and uplifting 
presence during ISDLP. Brian also organized the All School Sing in 2019, demonstrating once again that his 
enthusiasm, dependability, and dedication to going above and beyond make him indispensable. 
 

2019-2020 Certificates of Appreciation  
Certificates of appreciation are given to an individual in the PTA, school or community 

to recognize their special contribution.  
 

Chad Bryant 
Chad, our Technology Integration Teacher on Special Assignment, has served an utterly crucial role in training 
and supporting staff for ISDLP. He created useful webinars on platforms and software for the teachers, offered 
one-on-one troubleshooting sessions, hosted "Appy Hours" to foster friendships within user groups, and he 
made himself quickly available to answer calls for help.  We truly don't know what we would have done without 
him this year. 
 

Nicolas Hua 
Nicolas Hua served as AV’s computer lab tech for several years before being called over to the district's 
technology team. AV teachers have always very much appreciated Nic’s expert help with technology on 
campus, but with the unique challenges of ISDLP, his support has been indispensable.  He worked feverishly 
behind the scenes to ensure a smooth rollout, and he made himself available at all hours to answer panicked 
calls from teachers. We are fairly certain there were a few weeks when he did not eat or sleep! 
 



Laura Ishibashi 
Mrs. Ishibashi, who has been teaching at AV for 23 years, has been serving as the teacher representative on 
the PTA Executive Board for 3 years.  She has a unique gift for using her gentle voice and big smile to connect 
the needs and goals of teachers and parents through our PTA.  She advocates passionately for teachers and 
students, while always expressing her appreciation for the parent volunteers and AV staff that support them. 
Her calm, rational approach and considered input has afforded the PTA many opportunities to effectively 
enhance the lives of our students and our teachers. 
 

Agnes Kretz 
Agnes is the veteran of the All City Track Meet volunteer committee.  She has been doing it for 7 years and her 
no-nonsense, get-things-done attitude has made it a success.  The track meet is a huge undertaking involving 
months of preparation and the coordination of more than 50 parent volunteers, not to mention cooperation with 
leaders from the other elementary schools in town as well as the high school track team. Thank you Agnes! 
 

Jayme Mazzochi 
Jayme has been a pillar of the AV Arts community for six years.  She has been Mrs. Swanborn’s 
right-hand-woman in every art class.  Jayme has led art docent lessons and Art Happenings with amazingly 
creative ideas, and she also teaches after-school and SPEF art classes.  On top of all that, Jayme,a working 
mom, has made time to volunteer her graphic design skills for banners, programs, fliers, t-shirts and a host of 
other special projects.  
 

Demarias Riley 
Demarais Riley has been the lead organizer for both the Fall and Spring Book Fairs for many years.  As such, 
she has spent countless hours gathering volunteers, coordinating with Scholastic and with Mrs. Baydaline, 
AV’s librarian, and helping to manage evening library events.  Her love of books and the children are evident in 
her continuous support of the library beyond the Book Fair and associated events. She has been a dedicated 
library volunteer, committing many behind the scenes hours helping to organize and prepare the library to 
provide our students with the best possible experience.  
 

Glenna Shih 
Glenna is a behind-the-scenes force. Over the past 9 years, with two children passing through AV, she has 
taken part in the betterment of the school many different ways. She has spent time over these years as room 
parent and weekly classroom/library volunteer, the current coordinator of the ever important 5th grade popsicle 
sales, 4 years managing the Box Tops collection contest and fundraiser, and most notably 2 years organizing 
the annual STEM Expo.   One AV mom said it best, “All I know is that every time I volunteer, Glenna is there.“ 


